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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To change transmission rate so that a 
reception buffer is not overflowed. 

SOLUTION: A reception frame is temporarily kept in the reception buffer 
121 and the frame is transferred between ports. A physical layer part 131 
decides transmission rate with a terminal. When a buffer accumulation 
quantity monitor part 103 monitors frame accumulation quantity in the 
reception buffer and the frame accumulation quantity exceeds an upper 
limit which is previously set, a data transmission speed control part 1 04 
gives an instruction to drop transmission rate to the physical layer part 131. 
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